614 Seymour Ave.
Lansing, Ml 48933
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POWERING PROGRESS TOGETHER Progressmichigan.org

August 17, 2021

Email: records.mcso@macombcountymi.gov
Macomb County Sheriff's Office

Attn. FOIA Coordinator, Records Office
43565 Elizabeth Road

Mount Clemens, M| 48043

Re: FOIA Request

On behalf of Progress Michigan and pursuant to Michigan Freedom of Information Act, M.C.L.§
15.231 et seq., | am requesting the following public records: all communications within the Macomb
County Sheriff's Office, and in particular from or to Macomb County Sheriff Anthony M. Wickersham,
including but not limited to emails and text messages, from July 1, 2021 through the present date
which mention former Detroit Police Chief James Craig, Craig's exploratory committee to run for
governor, anyone involved in Craig's exploratory committee or run for governor, Craig’s recently
announced Law Enforcement Action Team (LEAT), or Macomb County Sheriff Anthony M.
Wickersham'’s recent statement in support of LEAT.

Please include any attachments that were part of these emails or text messages, such as word
documents, spreadsheets, PDFs, pictures, or other types of documents. In addition, please include
copies of emails in which anyone from the Macomb County Sheriff's Office was “cc-ed” or “bcc-ed.”

Pursuant to MCL § 15.234(c), we are requesting documents in an electronic format if available. If
there are any fees for searching or copying these records, please inform me if the cost will exceed
$50.00. However, | would also request a waiver of all fees because the disclosure of the requested
information is in the public interest and the request is limited in scope.

If you deny this request in whole or part, please cite each specific exemption you feel justifies the
refusal to release specific emails and notify me of the appeal procedures available under the law.

When responding to this email, please do so via email, at erin@progressmichigan.org.

Very truly yours,

Erin Lodes
Progress Michigan




Anthony Wickersham

From: John Yob <johnpatrickyob@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 11, 2021 5:36 PM
To: Anthony Wickersham

Subject: Fwd: Quote on Chief Craig

Hi Sheriff -

After reading the LEAT release | sent a few minutes ago, could you consider or edit this quote as part of it? Many are
joining across the state, including Bouchard/Murphy, and rural Dem Sheriff(s).

It would be phenomenal for you to be a big part of this.

Thanks,

John

Sheriff Anthony M. Wickersham

“Chief James Craig is a man of the utmost integrity. His strong leadership as Chief of Police to the City of
Detroit energized the department and led to stronger relationships between police and the community. | am

proud to serve on the Chief’'s Law Enforcement Action Team (LEAT) and | support Chief Craig because he’ll
always put people before politics.”



Anthony Wickersham
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

John Yob (via Google Docs) <johnpatrickyob@gmail.com>
Wednesday, August 11, 2021 5:41 PM

Anthony Wickersham

Document shared with you: "Chief James Craig Forming"

johnpatrickyob@gmail.com shared a document

D &

ﬁ} johnpatrickyob@gmail.com has invited you to edit the following document:

Hi Sheriff - this is the document with quotes from Chief Craig regards the
announcement for LEAT, and describe what it is. | will send you a different
document with a quote for you to edit or approve at your discretion. This is a
big deal and we appreciate your help.

EChief James Craig Forming

O

This email grants access to this item without logging in. Only forward it to people you trust.

Google LLC, 1600 Amphitheatre Parkway, Mountain View, CA 94043, USA
You have received this email because johnpatrickyob@gmail.com shared a document with

you from Google Docs.

Google-



Anthony Wickersham

From: John Yob <johnpatrickyob@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, August 15, 2021 9:15 PM

To: John Yob

Subject: Tomorrow's Press Release

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Chief James Craig <press@chiefiamescraig.com>
Date: Sun, Aug 15, 2021 at 8:45 PM

Subject: [Test] Breaking News

To: <johnpatrickyob@gmail.com>

View this email in your browser

—

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 16, 2021

Press@ChiefJamesCriag.com

Chief James Craig Announces Bi-Partisan Support
and Law Enforcement Action Team (LEAT)

Leading From the Front: Five Steps to Solve Public Safety Crisis

Detroit, Ml - Chief James Craig today announced bi-partisan support from law enforcement
officials across Michigan, formation of LEAT, and five steps he was taking to resolve the

public safety crisis.

He released the following statement and video:



“When | was first hired as Detroit Police Chief my top priority was to send a message to
criminals that their activities would no longer be tolerated. We showed strength, and held
them accountable. We started with Colony Arms. We stormed that building, arrested 20-30
people who were a plague on our community, and sent a message. Yes, we even invited the
cameras. | was part of the first team that made entry into the building that day, and showed
our police department and our community what it meant to lead from the front. The message
to Southeast Michigan was loud and clear - the Detroit Police Department was back and

stronger than ever.”

>>>>> \/ideo: James Craig - Colony Arms <<<<<<

‘Now we need to lead from the front and implement a similar strategy with new public policy
that will solve the public safety crisis in our state. Liberal politicians at the national, state, and

local level are part of the problem rather than part of the solution.

Washington politicians encourage rioting in our cities. Maxine Waters calls for increased

confrontation.

The Governor and Attorney General are focused on settling political scores rather than
keeping our communities safe. They investigate their political opponents time and time again,

but refuse to investigate the nursing home policies that cost thousands of lives.

Some County Prosecutors are refusing to enforce our laws, refusing to hold criminals
accountable, and putting our communities at risk. It may start in Ingham County and
Washtenaw County but criminals don't stop at the county line, and their actions are a danger

tfo all of us.

The courts are letting criminals back on the streets, attempts at bail reform are failing our

communities, and some legislators are continuing the defund the police movement by




supporting an end to qualified immunity. They don’t want police to be able to police.

By not denouncing the anti-police movement, they are creating a crisis in police
departments. Police officers are retiring, resigning, and can’t be replaced by new hires. The

pool of potential police officers is quickly diminishing, with no end in sight.

The end result? Rising crime across the state as a direct result of failed policies by

politicians.

We need leadership that understands the severity of the problem, and how to resolve it. We

can't wait until election year. We must begin now.

I'm immediately taking the following five steps to lead from the front in resolving the public

safety crisis on a bi-partisan basis.

« LEAT Formation - Appoint a team of experts as a Law Enforcement Action Team
(LEAT) to write new laws that strengthen law enforcement across this state, while
working together with local community leaders. LEAT will immediately begin Zoom
meetings with local law enforcement across the state of Michigan, the first being
August 23rd.

I am appointing Republicans and Democrats in law enforcement to join LEAT in a historic bi-
partisan strategy to solve the public safety crisis facing our state. | want to thank Macomb
County Sheriff Anthony Wickersham and Gladwin County Sheriff Mike Shea for putting the
safety of their communities and our state before partisanship. | appreciate their support, wise

counsel, and leadership.



| also want to thank Oakland County Sheriff Michael Bouchard, Livingston County Sheriff
Mike Murphy, Luce County Sheriff John Cischke, Speaker Jason Wentworth, former Speaker
Tom Leonard, Kent County Prosecutor Chris Becker, and Senator Tom Barrett for joining our
Law Enforcement Action Team (LEAT). We are reaching out to local law enforcement
leaders across the state and will add additional supporters to LEAT in the leadup to our first

meeting on August 23rd.

« Local Inclusion - Survey law enforcement officials to communicate candidly, and
anonymously if necessary, about the problems they are facing in their communities
and ideas for assistance. Invite local law enforcement leaders to participate in LEAT

meetings virtually.

We will encourage local law enforcement leaders who want to join LEAT to contact us prior to
our August 23rd meeting. We will have local participation virtually and also release a detailed
survey for responses to gather ideas and information. We will give the option of responding
anonymously or with their name so that they can speak candidly of the challenges they face
with local and Lansing politicians. The opinions of these local law enforcement leaders will be

taken into account as we draft new legislation.

« Energize Elected Officials - Demonstrate the amount of support for law enforcement

among voters to elected officials in Lansing and Washington D.C.

We will immediately launch a petition at BackMIBlue.com urging Michigan voters to show

their support for law enforcement. Political leaders will hear from the public loud and clear
that we must FUND the police.



« Bully Pulpit - Utilize the bully pulpit to bring attention to crime issues as they arise,

and hold rogue prosecutors accountable who are a danger to their community and

neighboring counties.

We will travel across this great state in September holding Back MI Blue events to

demonstrate strong support for police, and challenge those rogue county prosecutors who

refuse to uphold the law.

+ Citizen Protection - Support and expand the right of law abiding citizens to protect

themselves, while holding criminals accountable.

We will expand the rights of law-abiding citizens to protect themselves, while getting

dangerous criminals off the streets.

I want to thank our Law Enforcement Action Team members - both Republicans and
Democrats - and consider advice from local law enforcement leaders as we develop the

policies and legislation that LEAT will release this Fall.

These policies will strengthen law enforcement with better recruitment of officers, increase
retention, and protect them in the line of duty. We will demonstrate support for our officers

from the bully pulpit, and never back down in the face of woke protest or rogue prosecutors.

Leading From the Front means being proactive to solve critical problems, and there is no

Issue more important than the safety of our families and communities.”

LEAT Members released the following statements:




Democrats

Gladwin County Sheriff Mike Shea (D)

"Chief James Craig is a phenomenal national leader in policing and is the right person at the
right time to bring law enforcement from across the state together on a bi-partisan basis to
solve the problem of rising crime. He understands that law enforcement isn't about
Republicans vs Democrats, it's about fighting crime and holding criminals accountable. | am

proud to join his Law Enforcement Action Team and even prouder to support him."

Sheriff Anthony M. Wickersham (D)

“‘Chief James Craig is a man of the utmost integrity. His strong leadership as Chief of Police
to the City of Detroit energized the department and led to stronger relationships between
police and the community. | am proud to serve on the Chief's Law Enforcement Action Team

(LEAT) and | support Chief Craig because he'll always put people before politics.”

Republicans

Kent County Prosecutor Chris Becker

‘I am pleased to serve on the Law Enforcement Action Team because Michigan is in need of
an inclusive statewide strategy to reduce crime. | am proud to support Chief Craig and thank
him for moving so quickly in providing the innovative leadership that is necessary to help our

communities in West Michigan and across the state.”

State Senator Tom Barrett

"Chief James Craig kept the peace in the city of Detroit as other cities burned during the riots
of 2020. | understand the importance of strong leadership in law enforcement. In my 21 years
in the Army, | have relied on strong leaders to have my back, especially when | served as a

Block Sergeant in Guantanamo Bay. I'm proud to serve on his Law Enforcement Action Team



and look forward to passing legislation to strengthen the men and women in police uniform.”

Oakland County Sheriff Mike Bouchard

“We need political leaders in Lansing and Washington who bring the focus back to supporting
the men and women in uniform and the hard work they do to keep our communities safe. |
am happy to help my friend Chief Craig and proud to support efforts to solve this public safety

crisis.”

Luce County Sheriff John Cischke

"The Upper Peninsula is not immune to public safety concerns, and it's imperative we have
law enforcement leaders at the table as we discuss the future of legislation and policy to keep
our communities safe. Chief Craig has lived a life of service and I'm grateful he has afforded

me the opportunity to assist on behalf of the men and women in uniform in the U.P."

Former Speaker (and Assistant Prosecutor) Tom Leonard

“The public safety problem in Michigan starts at the top. We need an Attorney General who
spends more time fighting crime and less time giving cover to radical liberals who refuse to
enforce our laws at the local level. We need to hold elected officials who refuse to do their

jobs accountable.”

Livingston County Sheriff Mike Murphy

“Chief Craig understands that a failure by law enforcement in one community impacts
neighboring communities. His leadership is inclusive: bringing together law enforcement from

counties across our state who will all work together to solve this crisis.”

Speaker Jason Wentworth

“I look forward to supporting Chief Craig and his Law Enforcement Action Team (LEAT) in

working with state legislators across Michigan in crafting the necessary legislation to keep our



communities safe. This is an unprecedented effort to bring together local law enforcement
with legislative leaders and resolve the public safety crisis that has resulted from divisive
liberal policies and rhetoric.”
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