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Michigan Republicans 
and 

THE 
BIG LIE
How Michigan Republican County Parties are still 

hanging onto the myth of election fraud.



While some Michigan Republican officials 
would like us to believe their party is 
moving on from the 2020 election, an 
examination of online activity in the 
Republican grassroots base—its county 
parties—shows that is not the case. 
The Big Lie, a conspiracy theory about 
widespread voter fraud that resulted in the 
election being stolen from former President 
Trump, is absolutely still a driving force for 
Michigan Republicans. 

An analysis of Michigan Republican County 
Party Facebook pages and groups from Nov. 
3, 2020 to June 30, 2021 reveals how far-
fetched the idea that Republicans are moving 
on from the 2020 election truly is, instead 
showing just how hard they are clinging to 
The Big Lie. A majority of these pages and 
groups (64 percent) have alluded to the 
2020 election being “stolen,” massive voter 
fraud, and/or the need for an election audit. 
Among active pages, meaning on average 
they post at least once a week, that number 
rockets up to 98 percent. 

In addition to right-wing figures who 
became known simply for their involvement 
in The Big Lie circus such as Mellissa 
Carone, right-wing conspiracy theorists 
such as Patrick Colbeck and Mike Lindell 
make frequent appearances on Michigan 
Republican County Party Facebook pages. 
Lindell’s so-called (and long-debunked) 
documentary “Absolute Proof,” about 
“evidence” of mass election fraud, has 
been used for movie nights in multiple 
county groups.

Colbeck, a former member of the Michigan 
Senate, has made spouting conspiracy 
theories about the 2020 election his mission 
in life since November. Colbeck is perhaps 
the most prominent source of election 
conspiracy related content seen on these 

pages, with numerous shares of articles 
from his website. He has also been invited 
to speak and been either a driving force or a 
presence at multiple events across the state, 
most notably an early June event pitched 
as “Decision Day” in Antrim County where 
conspiracy theories ran rampant amid a 
push for a statewide so-called forensic audit. 

Often, the information shared is fact-checked 
or censored by Facebook itself, leading 
several moderators of groups and pages to 
post disclaimers apologizing and saying they 
are screening submitted posts in order to 
keep the page from getting shut down. 

But this push for The Big Lie goes beyond 
sharing misinformation and spreading 
conspiracy theories online, migrating to 
offline calls to action in the form of calls 
to  legislators,  “Stop the Steal” rallies, and 
even organized efforts to attend the events 
in the nation’s Capitol on January 6th, 
which resulted in a violent insurrection to 
pressure Congress to overturn the results 
of the election. 

There are many posts about what action 
can be taken to overturn the results of 
the election, both before and after the 
Capitol insurrection, and while many pages 
shared a condemnation of the violence 
at the Capitol on January 6th, other posts 
continue to hint at violent remedies to 
the “stolen election.” One particularly 
noteworthy post references an armed 
uprising in Athens, Tennessee, in 1946 
where citizens rioted because of election 
fraud with the statement “good to know.” 

This review, and the examples provided 
in this report, bring to mind a question: If 
Republicans are willing to say all of this on 
public Facebook pages, what are they willing 
to say in private?

Summary
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https://www.mlive.com/politics/2021/06/michigan-republicans-demand-forensic-audits-of-2020-election-but-party-leaders-say-its-time-to-move-on.html
https://www.mlive.com/politics/2021/06/doomed-campaign-to-reinstate-trump-comes-to-antrim-county-original-home-of-the-election-lie.html
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=1557719251086975&id=226832690842311


have posted about the election being stolen, 
election fraud, or the need for an election audit 
recently (within the last two months) 

have posted about the election being stolen, 
election fraud, or the need for an election audit 
at some stage since November

are active (they post at least once a week)

are currently in use 

existing Michigan Republican County 
Party Facebook pages or groups

By the Numbers

72
64
42
41
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98 percent of active Michigan Republican County Party Facebook 
pages or groups have posted about The Big Lie since the election



Talk of election fraud 
and audits, as well 
as calls to overturn 
the election, began 
before the election 
was officially called 
for Biden, and were 
led by Republican 
elected officials.

See for Yourself

After the election was called for Biden, cries of 
fraud, audits, and changing the results didn’t cease. 
Many groups echoed Trump’s calls of a “stolen 
election” and they grasped at every straw they 
could for ways to overturn the results. Michigan’s 
elected Republicans joined in this effort, continuing 
to add fuel to the fire. 
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“Stop the Steal” events started popping up all over the state and continued for months after the 
election, culminating in the ultimate “Stop the Steal” event at the Capitol on January 6th, which 
was promoted by county parties, and turned into a violent insurrection.

After the violence at the 
Capitol failed to result in 
overturning the results of 
the election, talk of election 
fraud, a stolen election, and 
calls for election audits still 
didn’t stop. County parties 
still clung to conspiracy 
theorists preaching election 
fraud, and began to focus in 
on audits as the way to prove 
the election was stolen and 
overturn the results. 



Recently, Republican Party officials have attempted to walk back their assertions of massive voter 
fraud and a “stolen election,” saying they’re moving on, but their base clearly has no intention of 
letting go of The Big Lie. Even after the Republican-controlled Senate Oversight Committee released 
a report declaring what hundreds of audits have already proved, that Michigan’s election was fair and 
secure, their base seems determined to pursue overturning the election. 
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Conclusion
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While some Republican Party officials 
and lawmakers have begun expressing 
frustration at their party’s unwillingness 
to let go of The Big Lie, they have only 
themselves to blame. From the very 
beginning, Republican elected and party 
officials have been a part of driving this 
conspiracy theory, often throwing fuel 
on the fire with vague remarks about the 
possibility of fraud or hacking.  

The state’s legislative leaders announced 
a joint hearing shortly after the election 
because of a supposed need to “ensure 
the integrity of our state elections.” Four 
Michigan Republican congressmen 
signed onto a legal brief in December 
to back a Texas lawsuit seeking to 
invalidate Michigan’s election results. 
Now-co-Chair of the Michigan Republican 
Party MeShawn Maddock and her 
husband Rep. Matt Maddock arranged 
for buses to take groups to the Capitol 
on January 6th, an event that turned into 
a riot intended to overturn the election, 
which Hillsdale County Republican Party 
Vice-chairman attended while allegedly 
carrying a gun, and which Senate 
Majority Leader Mike Shirkey was later 
caught calling a hoax. Marian Sheridan, 
grassroots vice-chair of the Michigan 
Republican Party encouraged people to 
sign affidavits demanding a statewide 
audit at the conspiracy-filled “Decision 
Day” event in Antrim County as recently 
as the start of June.

On June 23rd, the GOP-led Senate 
Oversight Committee produced a report 
saying there is no evidence of voter fraud, 
but Michigan Republicans still aren’t letting 
go of The Big Lie. In the wake of the report, 
Rep. Daire Rendon released a statement 
saying she had evidence of systemic voter 
fraud, although she did not provide that 
evidence. Rep. Steve Carra has introduced 
a bill calling for a so-called “forensic audit” 

of the 2020 election, and his bill has been 
backed by Rep. Robert Bezotte. 

In addition to lawmakers refusing to get 
on board with their own party’s supposed 
new narrative, and in stark contrast to 
their online efforts to garner support 
for their recent slate of anti-voter bills, 
there appears to be little attempt by the 
Michigan Republican Party to push out 
the Senate Oversight Committee’s 2020 
election report findings to their base. 
A week after its release, only a handful 
of county groups have shared it, and 
only so they could express outrage and 
conspiracy-laden pushback. 

So what is the result of all this? Eight 
months after the election, we are still 
fighting anti-voter bills based on the 
idea of ensuring “election integrity.” This 
two-faced language serves to reassure 
those in their base who believe The Big 
Lie wholeheartedly that these lawmakers 
and party officials agree that the results 
of the election weren’t fair—which is why 
they need to restrict voting rights—while 
simultaneously allowing those same 
Republican lawmakers and party officials 
to save face in the media with those who 
know the myth that the election was 
stolen is exactly what we’ve come to call 
it: a big lie. 

In the wake of both their blatant and 
wink-wink efforts to push The Big Lie, 
Michigan Republicans are left with a 
base that won’t leave 2020 behind, but 
all Michiganders, regardless of political 
affiliation, continue to be affected by their 
misinformation. The Michigan Republican 
Party continues to push legislation based 
on public sentiment surrounding lies that 
they themselves have debunked, and 
as a result, voting rights in Michigan are 
under attack, and all Michiganders are at 
risk of losing their right to vote.

https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/michigan/2020/11/06/gop-michigan-discuss-election-status-integrity/6184097002/?fbclid=IwAR2Oag_wpLKz1m-Ust3HmPeu_iSv3CZwb4w7ovQbVOxULkzGl2YmwGTdbUE
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/michigan/2020/11/06/gop-michigan-discuss-election-status-integrity/6184097002/?fbclid=IwAR2Oag_wpLKz1m-Ust3HmPeu_iSv3CZwb4w7ovQbVOxULkzGl2YmwGTdbUE
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/politics/2020/12/10/walberg-supports-texas-suit-seeking-overturn-michigan-election-results/3879378001/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/politics/elections/2021/01/07/capitol-riot-meshawn-maddock-michigan-republican-cochair/6577739002/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/politics/elections/2021/01/07/capitol-riot-meshawn-maddock-michigan-republican-cochair/6577739002/
https://www.hillsdale.net/story/news/2021/06/24/fbi-investigation-into-jan-6-capitol-incidents-turns-hillsdale-county/5337045001/
https://www.hillsdale.net/story/news/2021/06/24/fbi-investigation-into-jan-6-capitol-incidents-turns-hillsdale-county/5337045001/
https://www.npr.org/2021/02/10/966207859/michigans-top-republican-calls-u-s-capitol-attack-a-hoax
https://www.mlive.com/politics/2021/06/doomed-campaign-to-reinstate-trump-comes-to-antrim-county-original-home-of-the-election-lie.html
https://www.9and10news.com/2021/06/26/rep-daire-rendon-of-lake-city-releases-statement-following-the-latest-election-report/
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2021/06/michigan-lawmaker-introduces-bill-calling-for-forensic-audit-of-2020-election.html
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2021/06/michigan-lawmaker-introduces-bill-calling-for-forensic-audit-of-2020-election.html
https://gophouse.org/posts/rep-bezotte-urges-forensic-audit-of-2020-general-election-to-ensure-secure-system
https://gophouse.org/posts/rep-bezotte-urges-forensic-audit-of-2020-general-election-to-ensure-secure-system
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